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Dear Sir 

Ref: EN010106 Application by Sunnica Ltd for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Sunnica 
Energy Farm. 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is an 
apolitical, independent charity which works to maintain the thriving and beautiful countryside of 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, to encourage strong rural communities and to prevent urban sprawl 
into and other damage to the countryside. 

In our submission of 3rd March 2022, we re-summarised our objections to the above application as 
follows: 

• Inconsistency with National Planning Policy 
• Inconsistency with Local Planning Policy 
• Threat to national food supply due to use of productive agricultural land at a time of increasing risk 

to food imports and flood risk to the Fens 
• Threat to public and defence safety and the environment from battery storage accidents 
• Potential impact on local public transport and highways improvements 
• Damage to the historic and unspoiled landscape environs of Newmarket 
• Poor information regarding any visual mitigation measures 
• Damage to local communities particularly the farming community 
• No consideration of alternatives such as brownfield sites or installation on large commercial 

buildings & warehouses 
• Lack of sustainability due to no current means of end-of-life recycling of materials 

CPRE continues to object strongly to this proposal and our purpose in writing today is to update, amplify, 
clarify and provide additional information relating to the issues previously raised.  Please see our 
additional comments below. 

Food Security 
In our submission of 3rd March 2022, we provided detailed information relating to the issue of UK Food 
Security which is increasingly threatened and will be increasingly threatened by the effects of climate 
change. 

These effects include, summer drought (East Anglia remains officially in drought due to the hot weather 
in summer 2022), threats to the Fens and other Grade 1 agricultural areas due to glacial melt causing 
sea level rise and increased flood risk arising from more intense rainfall events. 

The UK imports a high proportion of its fresh food, vegetables and salad crops from Europe, much from 
Spain, Portugal and the Netherlands.   

More recently, we have become aware of a study which has been using satellite data to assess the effect 
of climate change on groundwater levels across Europe.  The results are quite alarming and, if the trends 
identified continue, this will increase the threat to UK food supply because the countries that supply our 
imports will no longer be able to maintain supply. 

The Planning Inspectorate 
Temple Quay House 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
27 March 2023 
Submitted by upload to:  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/ea
stern/sunnica-energy-farm/?ipcsection=submission  
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We are therefore submitting the documentation that we have found as further evidence of the national 
imperative to retain UK farm land in production. 

Public Rights of Way and Safety 
We have previously expressed our concerns with respect to the safety issues arising from the proposed 
use of large installations of lithium-ion battery storage. 

We have expressed the view that the Health and Safety Executive, HSE should be taking this issue far 
more seriously and that these large installations pose a major fire and explosion hazard and should be 
at least registered as Control of Major Accident Hazard, COMAH, sites. 

As an example of how dangerous these batteries are, albeit on a smaller scale, the British Metals 
Recycling Association is now urging the government to lead a new campaign as figures show that the 
number of fires caused by exploding lithium-ion batteries in e-scooters and e-bikes soared by almost 
150% in 2021.  Please see enclosed article. 

It is our view that, just as increasing numbers of small LI-ion battery in use are resulting in increased fire 
occurrence, so the risk and occurrence of fires in large installations will increase as their numbers rise 
and the potential for accident or mis-management increases. 

Conclusions 
Our conclusions remain unchanged as follows. 

1. This proposal is not compliant with national planning policy. 

2. This proposal is not compliant with local planning policy. 

3. This proposal will take out of production a large area of good agricultural land currently used for 
growing valuable food crops.  

4. This proposal is inconsistent with required responses to the national and international issue of 
dwindling food supply due to climate change and conflict. 

5. This proposal is in direct opposition to the advice of the Environmental Audit Committee and DEFRA 
concerning national food security. 

6. This proposal takes no account of the increasing risk of flooding of the Fens due to sea level rise and 
the associated loss of agricultural production of around 24% of UK food crops. 

7. There will be significant harm to local agricultural businesses, especially those which may be made 
the subject of compulsory purchase. 

8. There will be significant adverse impact on residential and visual amenity. 

9. This proposal will have a further cumulative effect on specific local roads which are already 
overloaded. 

10. It will put at risk the Combined Authority’s ability to reopen a rail service between Cambridge and 
Mildenhall. 

11. There will be unacceptable levels of harm to local landscapes and to views across the countryside 
from the hills around Newmarket as well as significant harm to the historic landscape pattern. 

12. The mitigation proposed is minimal and inadequate.  It will not reduce the negative impacts on the 
most sensitive receptors. 

13. There will be increased risks to the safety of walkers and riders using the existing Public Rights of 
Way. 
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14. The scale of installation and the known fire and explosion hazard arising from the proposed use of 
lithium-ion batteries in several locations indicates that the HSE should be involved at an early stage 
in assessing the consequent risks to the population and the countryside. 

15. CPRE is advised that there could be a significant risk to installations and operations at RAF Mildenhall 
should a major battery fire or explosion occur. 

16. There is no detailed, resilient plan for the safe decommissioning of the site and the recycling or re-
use of the materials removed. 

17. A decommissioning fund must be available, sufficient and placed in escrow in advance of any 
construction commencing. 

18. A full carbon lifecycle analysis has not been carried out for this installation, without which it cannot 
be claimed to be sustainable. 

CPRE Cambridgeshire and Peterborough would urge the Planning Inspectorate not to approve this 
application. 

Please note that our submission is in respect of the proposed development. While we have taken every 
effort to present accurate information for your consideration, as we are not a decision maker or 
statutory consultee, we cannot accept any responsibility for unintentional errors or omissions and you 
should satisfy yourselves on any facts before making decisions arising from our submission. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Alan James BScTech., PhD, MBCS, CITP, MIMMM, CEnv 
Chairman - CPRE Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

cc: 
Rt Hon. Matt Hancock MP 
Rt Hon. Lucy Fraser MP 

Enc.  
Article “Very precarious’: Europe faces growing 

water crisis as winter drought worsens”  
March 2023 Guardian 

Article “Satellite Data Shows Sustained Severe 
Drought in Europe” 

Jan 2023 Graz University of 
Technology 

Publication “Quantifying the Central European 
Droughts in 2018 and 2019 With GRACE 
Follow-on”  

Sept 2020 Geophysical Research 
Letters 

Article “Government action urged as new figures 
show surge in lithium-ion battery fires” 

March 2023 IFSEC Global 
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